The Examiner's attention is directed to page 12, line 12 of the specification where "64" 
refers to the interior diameter of the endo-tracheal tube. 

Applicant requests that the substitute drawing included herewith in accordance with 37 
C.F.R. 1.121(a)(3) be approved by the Examiner and entered into the record of the present 
application. Proposed changes to the drawings are indicated in red. The substitute drawing 
amends Figure 10, changing reference character "58" to reference character "64." A new formal 
drawing sheet is also included herewith for your review. The specification states that 
increasing the exterior diameter 64 of the connection adapter 50 prevents insertion beyond a 
certain point. Accordingly, Applicant submits that the drawings are in compliance with 37 
C.F.R. §1.84(p)(5) because all reference characters appearing in the drawings are also 
mentioned in the description and respectfully requests withdrawal of the objection to the 
drawings. 

Claims 10-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which Applicant 
regards as the invention. Applicant submits that the claims 10-13 as amended particularly 
point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which Applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 10 and 11 have been amended to provide antecedent basis for "the inflatable 
laryngeal mask opening" and "the proximal end." As such, claims 10 and 1 1 particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which Applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 12 and 13 depend directly from claim 11, and accordingly include all of the 
limitations therein. Since it is submitted for the aforementioned reasons that claim 11 
particularly points out and distinctly claims the subject matter which Applicant regards as the 
invention, it is likewise submitted that claims 12 and 13 particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter which Applicant regards as the invention. 
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The Examiner also notes that in claims 1 0 and 11 it is unclear as to how one inserts a 
retaining force with respect to " inserting a retaining force on the tube retaining device..." 
Claims 10 and 1 1 have been amended to clarify that a retaining force is "exerted" on the tube 
retaining device. No new matter is added as a result of the amendment. Support is found in 
the specification, page 13, line 9. 

All correspondence should continue to be directed to my address given below. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Thompson Coburn LLP 




Ahaji KirkQ\mos 
Reg. No. 46,831 



One US Bank Plaza 
St. Louis, MO 63101 
(314) 552-6123 



(314) 552-7123 FAX 



1886888 



-4- 



